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Pastoral Mission: - Culture and Community. 
 

It is estimated that 80% of the Catholic Church today, live in the southern hemisphere and nearly all of 
these people are in developing countries. The exercise of pastoral ministry today, for these people, 
needs to be a dynamic of collaborative practices, which interrelate Mission, Culture and Community. 
This is particularly true for all Priests, Brothers and Sisters of the Asia-Pacific Region. The pastoral 
ministers of tomorrow must evangelise through a familiarity in and involvement with, the many local 

cultures, which are characteristic of the Asia-Pacific region. In this way, shared beliefs and values are 

celebrated and communicated in the wider church community through both the church's central 

Mission as expressed in the practice of diocesan priestly ministry, and through the unique special 

chasms of its many religious orders. Such ministry is undertaken through an ever widening network of 
relationships, which necessitate a very professional level of knowledge. Such knowledge and 
relationships require a modern day set of language and communication skills, incorporating an 
essential need for English language usage, at both a personal and a professional level. The modern 
Mission dynamic of collaborative practice necessitates an education, which will empower future 
ministers to use a common language for everyday ready information exchange. The modern world has 
adopted English as that core language of communication and exchange. 
 

English Second Language: 
 
English for Pastoral Ministry -- ELSPM -- endeavours to contextualise Second Language English learning 
within a student body, who are committed to all the shared values of the pastoral ministry enterprise. 
The School aims to cater especially for the Asia-Pacific church, particularly the dioceses and religious 
orders within the Asia-Pacific region. We specialise our courses for Asia/Pacific students who are 
committed to the vocation of pastoral ministry in today's church:-  seminary students, candidates for 
priesthood, Ministry of the Word, pastoral care workers, nurses and teachers in church institutions, etc. 
The ELSPM School is situated in Australia. This is a significant advantage as Australia is Asia's only 
"English First Language" country.  The School is located in the beautiful city of Melbourne. In this way 
the school promotes students learning through immersion into a first-language English culture. 
 
The School aims to help students communicate in English as quickly and efficiently as possible. The 
courses are designed to develop speaking, listening, reading and writing skills and are carefully 
structured to improve student's fluency and accuracy. Classroom learning activities are structured and 
contextualise to promote communication in most/all instances. 
 

Accommodation.  
 
The immersion experience of English language learning is enhanced through the school's "Homestay" 
program. The Homestay is integrated into the classroom program, with students living with good 
Catholic Church families. This practice enhances a dynamic of accelerated learning, where students 
acquire fluency in their English language at a faster than normal rate. 
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Certification. 
 
ELSPM's English courses are all accredited through the Australian government -- and are registered to 
it, through the National ELICOS Accreditation Scheme (NEAS). 
 
 

Sample Course Outline [i] 
 

ELSPM -- General English --  PRE-INTERMEDIATE LEVEL  
 

This General English Course of the ELSPM program aims to provide teaching/learning modules for young adult 
learners across the four macroskill areas -- i.e. listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Additional supportive 
modules are also provided in a STRUCTURAL Skills area. These STRUCTURAL skills (i.e. Grammar, Vocabulary, and 
Pronunciation) underpin all the macroskills. 
 
MACROSKILLS: 
 
1. Listening. 

•To practice making PREDICTIONS about a speakers discourse. 
•To listen to the speaker’s gist and interpolate the MAIN IDEAS of the speaker.  
•To make relevant INFERENCES, when listening.  
•To remember and understand new VOCABULARY.  
•To identify INTERCULTURAL references in a speakers discourse. 

2. Speaking  
•.To develop and demonstrate skills of reflection, analysis and interpretation, when speaking on  
   any given topic 
•.To develop and reinforce student's self-confidence, so as to give speakers an independence in  
   their communication and a sense of self autonomy in their self-expression for both formal and  
   informal situations    
 

3. Reading 
•To gain a greater understanding and awareness of Current Affairs through the reading of news  
  and stories as they appear in newspapers. 
•To understand and identify different text types and genres, as they appear in their varying  
  contexts within newspapers. 
•To understand and become familiar with the purpose, structure and language features of all  
  these text types, as they appear in the newspapers. 

 
4 Writing  

•To learn how to write particular text types and to understand and use their associated language features. 
•To choose examples of these text types in accordance with students needs and interests. 
•To write text types through ‘The Writing Process’, showing a control and mastery over spelling,  
   punctuation, and sentence and paragraph structures. 

  
5. Structure. 

•To know, understand, and use the grammatical structures needed to express abstract and  
  impersonal concepts in both written and spoken English. 
•To use these skills for impersonal expression in the beginnings of sentences, and in the  
  structure of noun phrases. 
•The use of present and past participles as adjectives. 
•The knowledge and use of relative clauses and prepositional phrases. 
•The knowledge and use of noun phrases. 
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Sample Course Outline [ii] 

ELSPM -- General English --  INTERMEDIATE LEVEL  
 

This General English Course of the ELSPM program aims to provide teaching/learning modules for young adult 
learners across the four macroskill areas -- ie listening, speaking, reading, writing. Additional supportive modules 
are also provided in a STRUCTURAL Skills area. These STRUCTURAL skills (ie Grammar, Vocabulary, Pronunciation) 
underpin all the macroskills. 
 
MACROSKILLS: 
 
1. Listening. 

• To practice the following skills when listening -- listening for gist, listening for main ideas, inferring, 
•To identify how language structures are used in context 
•To increase size and utilisation of vocabulary 
•To understand the relevant cultural contexts of oral communication 
 

2. Speaking 
•To improve students’ fluency of expression, through practising and increasing the students' 
  variety of lexical phrases when participating in discussions and conversations. 

 
3. Reading 

•To know, recognise and understand the different associated language features of the various  
  text types 
•To practice the following skills when reading -- reading for gist, reading for main ideas, making  
  inferences 
•Developing academic reading skills through strong vocabulary development -- especially with an  
  eye to the needs of future academic research purposes. 

4 Writing 
•To write a variety of text types through utilising the associated language features of each 
•To practice this through becoming familiar with the "writing process". 
•To develop the skills of reflection, analysis and interpretation when writing a personal text. 
•To empower students towards autonomy and independence in the practising of their writing skills. 
•For students to show cross-cultural awareness in their writing, especially through the areas of  
  vocabulary and grammar.  
• to gain control over sentence structure, punctuation practices and paragraph structures. 
•To write a variety of texts including, the ability to write descriptive texts, to write letters and essays, 
to write journals, to express opinions, and to compare and contrast ideas. 
•To write a variety of texts through utilising the skills for; i) the correct order of paragraphing and  
  the logical division of ideas; ii) the use a topic sentences and noun phrases; iii) the use of  
  personal pronouns, contractions and informal vocabulary; iv) the ability to distinguish between  
  personal and impersonal register; and v) the use of passive and active sentence structures; 
•To engage in self and peer assessments, through the critical use of given criteria 
 

5 Structure 
•To develop students’ knowledge of grammar and vocabulary by the developing their awareness  
  and utilisation of the specific features needed for impersonal and academic texts. This should  
  be done through a precise focus on sentence structure, and word and phrase formation. 
•To show how pronunciation affects meaning (including word order, stress etc) 
 
 

For further detail on the program please contact enquiry@elspm.org.au 
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Faculty and Staff: 
The staff at ELSPM aim to encourage a positive environment for Church Leadership to form a strong sharing 
Christian Community in which students can experience friendly and intensive English language learning. Within a 
spiritual and theological atmosphere, we hope that, in the sharing of the story of the Gospel, we will all benefit 
from each other. 
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Our Campus Location: Melbourne: 
 
Yarra Theological Union, 
98 Albion Road, Box Hill, Vic 3128. 
 
Contact Details 
 
Post: PO BOX 12, MARRICKVILLE, New South Wales 1475, 
AUSTRALIA. Email: enquiry@elspm.org.au Web: 
www.elspm.org.au Phone: +61 2 8577 5600 

www.elspm.org.au 


