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IELTS experiences from Father Priscus (Tanzania)  
One of the benefits of my being in Australia is that it gives me the opportunity to improve my 
English. English is my second language. The English Language School for Pastoral Ministry 

(ELSPM) has been ‘home’ for my studies in English. My study at ELSPM has made a significant 
contribution towards improving my ability to read, write, listen to, and speak English. These skills 

have given me confidence in my public speaking and preaching. These skills in English helped me to 
meet the Australian requirements for student visas and enrolment in higher education. For all 
international students, the government requires demonstrated English proficiency via the Academic 

International English Language Testing System (IELTS). My IELTS score proved that I am 
qualified to study many programmes taught in English. I am grateful to, and proud of ELSPM, and 

look forward to my university studies with great expectation. Priscus M. Massawe cp
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Student Counsellor  

Sr Sue Richardson began as the Student Counsellor in Semester 2 of 

this year.  Sr Sue is a member of the Presentation Sisters in Australia 

and has had a long association with YTU and Heart of Life.  The 

students have appreciated her gentle approach to life and her ready 

accessibility to them.  Recently Sr Sue has been appointed as the Vicar 

for Religious in the Melbourne Archdiocese.  

 

Teaching Staff 

Mrs Robyn Brice joined the teaching Staff in Semester 2.  Robyn has a 

wealth of experience teaching English and has previously worked at 

RMIT in Melbourne.  Students have responded well to Robyn’s vibrant 

personality and energetic teaching style.  

   

Academic Manager 

Sr Margaret Bentley fma began as the new Academic Manager of 

ELSPM in September. Margaret is a Salesian Sister and has a life time 

of work with young people in schools and preschools.  She has been 

Principal of Catholic Primary Schools in New South Wales and 

Victoria.  As Provincial of the Salesian Sisters South Pacific Province 

for six years she also built a strong cultural awareness as she worked 

with the Sisters in Samoa, American Samoa and the Solomon Islands.  

Margaret brings a wealth of managerial skills to the position as well as 

her curriculum knowledge and great passion for education.  

 Welcome Sr Margaret, Sr Sue and Robyn 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A Visit to the Zoo 

The animal symbols of Australia 
Are koalas and kangaroos 

But I could see many others too 
On our excursion to Melbourne Zoo.  

As with charm and power 
It was elephants in the shower – 

An exhibition in the afternoon 
 

The scenery and nature 
That day was beautiful 

The weather, with sun and breeze 

The sky, a deep clear blue 
I saw bird and butterfly 

Flying free in the sky 
It was wonderful. 

 
Friday 23rd September 

It was a wonderful day 
Teachers and students together 

In a moment of holiday 
Thanks for the direction of teachers of 

ELSPM 
Regularly at 9.30 am 

Written by Sr Joselia (General English Class) 
 

At the end of the first semester, the ELSPM students, accompanied by their teachers, went to the 

Melbourne Zoo for an excursion. It was not only a day off school but also a day of education and 

exercise. Sister Mafalda, who comes from East Timor said “it was a time for seeing and increasing 

knowledge and insight about the animals in the zoo”. Besides that, she also felt the bonds among 

the students and the care of those who accompanied them.  

The students were encouraged to explore the many wildlife species of Australia and across the 

world. Spending time at the Zoo helped the students build a connection to the natural world and the 

complex environments which are specific to different kinds of animals. Thanks to all the teachers 

who gave their precious time to be with the students.  

 



Pastoral Experiences in the Holidays (Sep. 24
th

 2016 – Sep. 9
th

2016) 

During the mid Semester break a number of students spent their time helping out in various places.  

Deacon Dien in Sydney 

During my short holiday experience I learned to 

develop my patience, sense of sacrifice, 

prayerfulness and becoming more self- reliant. 

Through my encounters with the people hearing 

their life experiences, I realized that God is 

really alive. I felt very much at home with the 

different ministries in the Catholic Parish where 

I worked.  

Spending time with people in Nursing homes 

helped me become more compassionate and 

more understanding of the feelings of sick 

people. It helped me to develop my personal 

relationships with other individuals. I learned 

new ways to work with those around me, from 

the parish priest, the assistant priests, and the 

Marrickville community. I hope that one day, I 

can go back there to work with them because I 

love them and they also love me.  I felt that my 

English improved every day.  It was a 

wonderful experience and I hope I can return.

Deacon Tuệ in Hobart 

I had a wonderful time in St Joseph Community 

in Hobart. It was a good time for me to practice, 

to learn, and to experience the Passionist 

ministries in Hobart. This included serving 

Mass, proclaiming the Gospel, leading 

Benediction, and observing the way of 

ministering in the Sacrament of Baptism and 

taking part in a funeral ceremony in the parish. I 

gained a lot from visiting the sick and the 

elderly. 

In short, I left the community with sadness not 

just because of the beauty of the landscape but 

because our brothers have worked very hard for 

the Church, for the Congregation, and for the 

people even many are getting old. I was pleased 

that everyone understood my English and I felt 

that my English improved every day.  

Deacon Tuan in Adelaide 

My pastoral experience was an opportunity for 

me to learn some new things that a seminary 

education cannot provide and to put into 

practice some of the skills that I have learned at 

theological school during the past four years. 

Over a two-week period, I participated in 

several parish meetings, contributed my 

opinion, offered suggestions, and performed 

several administrative tasks that were given to 

me. I was offered numerous opportunities to 

serve and get involved in various roles within 

the parish. Ministering as a deacon at the masses 

helped me to be more creative, flexible and 

attentive.  It gave me a great boost to use my 

English in a practical way.

Classes for 2016 finish on 

December 16
th

 2016. 

ENROLMENTS are now 

open for 2017 



Volunteers 
In October an appeal went out to people who would like to come and help students with 
conversations in English.  The response was overwhelming.  Two morning teas were held to 

welcome the first respondents and others are still being followed up.  The Volunteers are bringing 
not only their time and good will but also some particular talents.   

 Liza, an art teacher has been working in the General English class.  Her knowledge has 

helped the students increase their vocabulary as well as their art skills.   

 Estelle has used her secretarial skills to get student files into place  

 Peter and Bernard are working with students on special projects  

 Lorna, Br Peter, Fil, Frances, Carmel, Jane, Maureen and Brigid have improved students 

speaking skills and Anne has been using her teaching skills to help students with paragraph 
writing. 

This individual help increases the students’ confidence and gives them the one on one help so often 
needed for pronunciation. 

Thanks one and all.  
 

Looking back on 2016 
December 16th marks the last day of classes for 2016.  Over 30 students will have passed through 
the ELSPM doors in the first full year of operation in Melbourne.  Most have achieved outstanding 

results.  A number of students will continue next year and we will welcome a who le new cohort 
coming from countries all over the world.  
The year will conclude with a Celebration of the Eucharist at Holy Cross at Templestowe followed 

by Presentation of Certificates and a Celebratory lunch.  Students are planning a soccer game for 
the afternoon which is shaping up to be a huge international event.  

 

Dates for 2017 

 

Orientation Days by appointment – January 24th and 25th 

Orientation for ALL students – January 27th 

Classes begin for Semester 1 on Monday January 30th and conclude on Friday June 30th 2017 

 

Mid semester break April  

 

Second Semester begins on Monday July 17th 2017 and concludes on Friday December 15th 

2017. 

 

More photos from the Zoo Excursion 

 


