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The Sunday before last I went to the First Communion celebration of the daughter of a friend of mine.  I 

was touched by the preparation that the school and Parish had made for this event, especially timing it for 

the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ. There were 13 children at this Mass and another 14 had made 

their first communion the evening before.  Many Parishes choose this weekend for the children to 

celebrate their first communion because of the significance of this Eucharistic feast. The Parish priest 

spoke about the importance of the Eucharist referring to the image of wheat 

that is ground into flour and formed into bread.  He said that this was a 

symbol of community; each of us loses something of ourselves in being 

added to the mix that makes up our community.  I thought of our ELSPM 

community of Staff, students, volunteers and Board and how each of us gives 

up something of ourselves to be part of the whole and what we are together is 

greater because of this.  Each of you, the students, leaves your home and 

work to come to ELSPM and there is a measure of loss in that.  Hopefully the 

community you are welcomed into, both at home and at the Language Centre 

enriches you and helps you to grow.  The Parish priest also went on to talk 

about the Eucharist as mystery.  He referred to it as the mystery of our faith, 

the mystery of our hope and the mystery of our love, putting the Eucharist 

clearly at the centre of our life as Christians.  Let’s continue to pray for each 

other especially during the celebration of the Eucharist.  

 

 

GENEROSITY – GRATITUDE – GRACES 

I would like to say thank you, Lord and thank you to all of you for all great things I 

have received during my time at ELSPM. First of all, I feel the generosity from 

everyone including Sr Margaret, Fr Kevin, the staff, 

students, volunteers as well as our RNDM sisters. 

None of you minded spending your time to share your 

experience, thoughts, skills and talents to inspire, 

support and encourage me. Secondly, I would like to express my gratitude 

to all of you from the bottom of my heart. I have enjoyed every moment 

both at the Language Centre and in our outdoor activities. I have been able 

to improve English and other skills. I have been able to build up good 

relationships with others. I am grateful for the opportunity to be here in front of you today to say farewell 

you. Without  all of your love, care and support in many different ways, I could have done nothing. 

Finally, I strongly believe that God’s grace is sufficient for me, not only in my past or in the present 

moment but later on, in my next stage of formation. I hope our time together will prove to have been 

fruitful and effective in our lives wherever we go, whatever we do and whoever we encounter. Once 

again, please keep me in your prayers as I will remember to pray for you all although from afar. May 

God bless and be with you always. 

With Love and prayers, Maria Sen Rndm 

Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ            Margaret   (Staff) 

                           Farewell from Sen 

 



 

 

 

  

This theme “Difference is Beautiful” comes from my experience of the cultural day 

at Holy Cross Monastery on 9
th

 May 2018. This was a great day for me because it 

was my first time to witness a display of our cultures as international students from 

ELSPM (English Language Studies for Pastoral Ministry). Culture is like clothes we 

have to wear during our life time. We are born, grow up and live in this culture. 

Wherever we go we still remember and carry our culture 

along. Through our cultures we learn how to be better 

people in society; like living as brothers and sisters. Most importantly, from 

the performance of our different cultures we can learn and understand each 

other in living together as ELSPM Community. We did exceptionally well and 

I think it was one of the ways to learn more about other countries and cultures 

we have in the world. From this we get to understand and know more about 

others from different cultures.  

This was a real wonderful time for me and I enjoyed very much when each 

country performed their culture. 12 countries had the opportunity to display 

their cultures. And as my theme mentions, through our various dances, music, 

song, pictures, food and clothing it was obvious that uniformity in community 

is not only monotonous but also boring. I began to appreciate the unity that 

was displayed in our diversity. Indeed, difference or diversity could be 

beautiful many times. I hope this tradition will be continued since through the cultural day celebrations 

we get to understand and know each other as a community of international students.  

 

 

 

Terrence - MGL 

“These signs will accompany those who believe; in my name they will drive out demons, they will 

speak new languages”. (Mk 16; 17) 

If we are to be a Missionary or Religious we realize that we cannot stay in one 

place or one country all the time. We have to move and then we have to learn new 

languages and customs. As Missionaries, we have to believe that we all have the 

grace to speak new languages even if at first we may not speak them very well. 

Being a Missionaries of God’s Love, I left my country of Sri Lanka and now in 

Australia I have to learn English both for my studies as well as to proclaim the 

Gospel.    

I have been studying here at ELSPM for almost four months now. As a ELSPM student I am learning 

more skills and improving my English academic levels. To be honest sometimes I felt like giving up 

because it seemed to be very hard for me in these studies. However, looking back over these past weeks, 

I am happy to share that I have been improving my academic level in English. What am I doing to 

improve? The first thing that I did was to start to think positive thoughts about English rather than accept 

negative thoughts about my studies. I started to write a daily reflection to improve my writing. In 

addition, I am getting help from my teachers as well as my tutors. ‘Rome was not built in one day!’ So 

we cannot expect to learn English within one day or two. It takes time! 

       “Difference is beautiful” - Paulina – SSpS 
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Agostinho has moved to the second group of Pre Intermediate with teacher Margaret and 5 other 

students. The most significant difference is the focus on writing and grammar.  It is challenging but for 

him, he can follow the lessons, understand the guidance and do his own work. However, he also feels 

happy to ask for help sometimes whenever he needs it. He loves to learn about how to write a formal 

letter and stories. Each student shares their writing with others so that their speaking has been improving. 

Next week he is going to do the assignment after 5 weeks of the second term. He hopes that he will do 

well and we wish him all the best for his study at ELSPM. 

 

Xuyen was one of the people came along to support the 

Brotherhood Cup 2018 at Salesian College in Chadstone. For 

her, she was really impressed by the meaning of the title of 

gathering for brothers from different congregations 

“Brotherhood Cup”. It was not only for playing games but 

beyond that for building up the relationship and celebrating 

diversity harmoniously between them. She felt happy 

together with other supporters although at the beginning, it 

was hard to know which players belonged to the different 

teams. She also stayed to help prepare lunch with YTU group 

for all those present. She enjoyed her time and had a lot of 

fun. She congratulated all the players of SDB, YTU, CCC and MGL not depending on which level they 

got. Well done, all brothers of Brotherhood Cup 2018. 

Kaw Lum loves sports and that was one of the reasons that led her to the Brotherhood Cup 2018 in 

Chadtone. She had the experience of supporting her team in Myanmar but this time it was quite different. 

She said that she felt shy when she got out the car because all the people there were men. But later on, 

she was introduced to those who were there with YTU and brothers of SDB, CCC or MGL. Luckily, she 

knew some brothers before as well as other friendly people made her more confident. She enjoyed the 

interesting matches. Another thing that inspired her was the players’ attitude. They played with all their 

energy, their heart and their zeal. They spent the whole day with each other, to learn from others and to 

express their love and care for each other. Congratulations Brotherhood Cup 2018! 

 

 

A number of students will be guest speakers for Catholic Mission this weekend.  Twice a year Catholic 

Mission has an appeal for a specific project and this one is for educational projects in Myanmar.  Given 

that both Alum and Angela come from Myanmar this is a project close to the heart of our students.  We 

wish you all luck and thank you for the courage you have in speaking in English in public. 

Friday June 29
th

 is our Graduation Mass and ceremony at Holy Cross.  This semester six students will 

finish their studies at ELSPM.  All the other students will complete their current course.  Community 

members are welcome to join us for 10.00am Celebration of the Eucharist followed by a Graduation 

ceremony and lunch.  At this point we will welcome 16 new students in July and another 5 in October.  

 

Coming events 

 

Brotherhood Cup 2018 
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Winter for me 

means dressing up 

warmly and coping 

with having a cold. 

Benedict 

This winter is not 

too bad because I 

don’t think it is 

too cold yet. 

Edward 

I enjoy winter; the 

quality of winter light 

is different, gentler, 

and not harsh. I 

usually end up getting 

a cold 

Michael 

I think it is cold this 

winter but I am able to 

cope because I am 

wearing warm clothes. 

Jerry 

Winter is 

changeable – 

sometimes very cold, 

sometimes warm 

days and sometimes 

it rains.  Yaya 

So far this winter it is not very 

cold but I don’t really like 

winter although I like how the 

trees change colour.  It makes 

me smile because we put on 

more clothes and the trees lose 

their ‘clothes’.  The birds don’t 

feel cold, they still sing in the 

morning.  Van 

I feel cold in the 

winter.  I like to 

stay at home and 

keep warm. Xuyen 

I enjoy the 

change in 

seasons. 

Jackie 

Freezing! 

Sr Sue 

The mornings and 

nights are very 

cold but the days 

are ok.  I wear lots 

of clothes. Walter 

There is new life in winter 

because after the trees 

lose their leaves new 

growth happens.  I like 

how green and fresh 

winter is, there is more 

energy.  Thanh 

 

Winter in Melbourne is a challenge for anyone who comes from a tropical country.  Here is what our 

Staff and students think about winter: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter at ELSPM 

 


