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Family and friends of ELSPM students, communities and past students are invited to join us for Graduation on June 
25th at 11.00am Melbourne time on Zoom. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85752031580?pwd=bFdVb0ZOQzRxMjdxVkQ1bXhiZHVnZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 857 5203 1580 
Passcode: 453452 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Margaret and all my dearest teachers Mary, Ian, Margaret H and Jacki. 

I would love to share with you the Pentecost Blessings from Vietnam.  May the Holy of the Spirit  Love  

present in every moment of your daily life.   

How are you? I hope you are keeping safe and well. I'm well but always busy in school. I 'm leading 

the school now, we have 50 kids, I and 2 other sisters and a teacher work together. I work full time in the 

school and in the evening I help a choir practice singing in the parish twice a week, and once a week  I join 

a group to learn English with the youth. It's very useful for me to keep my English. They are lovely young 

people, also the kids in the school. 

Please continue to keep me in your prayers and even I couldn't contact you often but knowing that you are 

always in my heart and on my journey. 

Much love  and prayers. 

Lan, Rndm. 

 

The Spirit of Pentecost linking us around the world                                                                 
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The Lord is my shield and my strength. 

Congratulations to past student Titus Seo who was made a Bishop in South Korea in April 

 

The Passionist Community in Thu Duc at Easter with many of our past students and 

perhaps others for the future 



REFLECTION – ELSPM RETREAT - EASTER 2021 

 

A Reflection on the experience of Mary Magdalene when she came to the empty tomb                

(John 20: 11-18).  

Mary experienced a deep sense of loss when she came to the empty tomb. We are told she was 

crying and said her Lord had been taken away. Like Mary we too can have experiences of 

emptiness when God seems no longer there for us. I have had experiences when prayer felt as if I 

was talking to a wall. I have felt empty and angry because it seemed God was no longer there for 

me. 

However I have been encouraged to find many saints have had similar experiences which we 

could call depression. Jesuit poet Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote ‘no worse, there is none’ meaning 

he could not imagine how bad things could get. St John of the Cross wrote about ‘the dark night of 

the soul’ an experience when God seemed absent. 

Many Scriptures point to similar experiences. The Psalms are full of expressions relating to times 

when God seems absent. For example Ps 69 states: 

                   ‘I have come into deep waters, 

                    And the flood sweeps over me, 

                    I am weary with my crying; 

                    My throat is parched [or dry]’.  

Job had everything he valued taken away from him yet he said: ‘Though he slay [kill] me yet will I 

trust him’. St Paul wrote about some of the personal battles he faced. In 2nd Corinthians we read 

he asked God three times for some inner difficulty to be taken away but the answer came ‘my 

grace is sufficient for you’ so he could say ‘when I am weak the I am strong.’ 

Mary’s experience of loss and emptiness blinded her from seeing Jesus. She thought it was the 

gardener speaking to her. But this experience of sorrow was leading her to find Jesus in a deeper 

way. She experienced Jesus saying her name ‘Mary’. We too can be open to hearing Jesus say 

our name even when everything seems hopeless. She ran to tell the other disciples ‘I have seen 

the Lord’. Her sorrow was turned to joy. In fact she was the first witness to the risen Lord so it is 

said this indicates she was the first apostle. 

Our darkness too can lead to an experience of the risen Lord. St Paul says ‘if we die with him we 

shall be raised with him.’ I remember being in a shop and hearing the sound system in the shop 

playing a song we sometimes sing just when I needed to hear it: 

 

Revisiting the Online Easter Retreat conducted by Sr Brigid CP and Fr Kevin CP     

Theme - The empty tomb – what we are called to    Ian Harris 

 

Theme - The empty tomb – what we are called to.  

 



                      ‘You raise me up so I can stand on mountains; 

                       You raise me up to walk on stormy seas; 

                       I am strong when I am on your shoulders; 

                       You raise me up to more than I can be.’ 

                          

We are told that the darkest part of the night is just before the morning light – that is before the sun 

shines. So we can experience our dark experiences being turned to joy. Like Mary we can know 

we are raised with him and know we are called to express this experience every day in our lives. 

                           

  
Retreatants who were able to come into the classroom on 

the last day. 

Long’s sacred space 



 

 
From: Sophie Keye 

Sent: Sunday, 4 April 2021 2:26 AM  

 Hi Marg, 

 Thank you so much for the update. It's so great to see how the students are thriving at ELSPM!! 

 How are you going? I hope you are well. I've been mainly focusing on learning Spanish and sharing my music here in 

Ecuador. It's good to be put back into the shoes of a language student. We are also celebrating Easter (Pascua) in 

Ecuador at the moment. Apart from different church services, they eat a special soup called fanesca which has 12 

different grains and dried cod in it. They also eat a lot of candied figs and cheese. I made my family hot cross buns as 

they don't have them here and they seemed to like it a lot, better than dried cod in my opinion.  

 I still have many fond memories of my time teaching at ELSPM so please send my regards to everyone :) 

 p.s. I remember how much you all like it when you heard me sing at school so here is a video of a song I just released 

with someone signing it in American Sign Language.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gRuW0kUPQE 

……………….. 

After Our Cultural Day 
 

From: Sr Francinetti SJMJ 

Sent: Wednesday, 26 May 2021 4:41 PM 

Subject: Thank you 

  
Dear Sr. Margaret, 

I am very grateful for this special opportunity, to be able to listen to the sharing from ELSPM students. 

I feel enriched by their sharing about spirituality and charisma, their place of work and apostolic work in 

many countries. 

This invites congregation SJMJ to develop our services in other countries. Thanks to Sr. Margaret and 

ELSPM staff for guiding our sisters to learn English. 

I am happy and proud of all students and especially our 3 sisters. 

Thank you, may God bless us all. 

  

Francinetti, SJMJ 

 

  

Srs Ut (EAP class) and Oanh (Intermediate class) were able to get on a flight back to Vietnam before the end 

of the semester.  They have been able to contact us from quarantine to let us know they are well. Just as well 

because they were barely recognisable in their ‘Covid-safe’ wear on the flight home.    

We also said ‘farewell to Rusheng who 

finished his studies in China. We wish you 

all well in your next step in life. 

 

            

                  

More Emails from Past Staff and Friends 

Farewell to Sr Ut and Sr Oanh 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gRuW0kUPQE


 

Thi  Bich: 

I am religious sister of Congregation of Our Lady Of The Missions (Note 

Dame Des Missions) in VietNam. I have made first vow for 5 years. My 

mother chose Saint Cecilia name as my baptised name and my 

feastday is on November 22. However, when I grow up I still like 

this name, because I was impressed by Cecilia’s strong love and 

faith in God. 

I was born on October 3,  1990. 

I was born and grow up in DongNai province. It is the countryside 

in South Vietnam where I have many memories during childhood 

time. The climate is cool and a little bit hot in the summer. This 

place has just opened some new tourist sites such as: Chua Chan 

mountain, Giang Dien waterfall. Overhere, you can discover the 

majesty of the mountain and the beauty of nature which God give 

you, relax and thank God for His love and power. 

There are 8 peoples in my family: my parent, two old sisters, two young 

brothers and one young sister. I and my oldest sister are nuns, my sister 

belongs to Congregation of the Holy Cross Lovers. I feel happy when I was born and grow up in a 

family full of love and protection. In my vocation, my mother has guided, accompanied and 

constantly prayed for me. 

…………………. 

I am Thi Kieu Oanh but everyone call me Teresa because that is name my mother chose when I was 

baptised. I was born on 12 November 1991 in Dong Nai Province belong south of Viet Nam. I thirty years 

old and I am a member of the Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions. I graduated from a 

Nursing Training Program at University in Viet Nam. After graduated, I worked as a nurse at Kindergarten. 

My family have six people. I have one sister and two younger sisters. My sister older than me two years. She 

is a nun too belong the Congregation of Daughter of Mary. My younger sisters are student at universary. My 

father is a famer. He is 56 years old and my mother is a housewife. She is really good at cooking and I learn 

many things from her. I love my family so much because I find happiness and peace in there. 

 I am really lucky when I was born and grow up in Viet nam. 

Although my country is small on the world but I always 

feel proud. Nowadays everybody know my country 

through tourists with the places famous such as Ha 

Long bay, Ba Na hill, Nha Trang beach….and 

traditional festivels and special food. Several place 

in Vietnam owned climate fresh, clear and cool all 

years and everyone usually come there for their 

vacation. If you have your holiday I would like to 

invite you come to Vietnam. 

 

 

 

Welcome to our new students in Term 2: 



Challenge:    How well were you listening?  

On our last Cultural Day we celebrated the different congregations who make up the 

students and staff at ELSPM.   

Can you identify all the charisms and/or mottos we heard on the day?  Here are some 

that the editor heard.  Whose motto/charism are these?   Can you identify others? 

1. i. We are one.  We are love. 

ii. May the passion of Jesus Christ be always in our hearts. 

iii. Out of the loving communion of the Father, the Son and the Spirit, Creation was 

born. 

iv. My end is love                                                                                . 

v. Do all for the love of God. 

vi. To be on earth the heart of God.  

2. Who told us they like to often say ‘Praise God’? 

3. In 1866, who was entrusted to make the title Mother of Perpetual Help                                                                                                                     

known throughout the world? 

4.Which Victorian diocese has had eight bishops? 

5.What was the name of the diocese in NSW?  (The editor was born in that diocese) 

6. Of which congregation are Maria Mazzarello and Don Bosco the founders?  

A prize for whoever identifies the most correct mottos/charisms.  Please send answers to 
the editor who is always grateful for contributions to the bulletin.     

                                                                                                        marg.hugs95@gmail.com 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Greetings for May: 

  9th  Marg H 

  12th  Thoai 

  22nd  Mariana T 

  31st  Fr Michael 

  

 

 


