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Cultural Day 

This Wednesday, May 9
th

 is our semester Cultural day where we share songs and dance and food from 

our home countries.  It will be held at Holy Cross Centre, 207 Serpells Rd, Templestowe.  There will be 

cars leaving YTU at 9.30am to help transport students to Templestowe.  Community members and 

volunteers are also welcome.  We hope to start at 10.00am and finish by 2.30pm.  We will also say 

farewell to Noel, Joshua and Fredy who leave for the Novitiate on May 12
th

, and Sen who leaves on May 

18
th

 for the Philippines to prepare for her Final Vows. 
 

Feast of Pentecost 

The Holy Spirit Sisters have invited the Staff and students of ELSPM to celebrate the feast of Pentecost 

with them on Sunday May 20
th

.  Please see the notice boards for more details.   
 

Spiritual Direction 
If you would like to receive spiritual direction from a trainee at Heart of Life you need to give your name 

to Sr Margaret.  This is a wonderful opportunity and also helps the Siloam students. 
 

Catholic Mission talks 

Norah is happy to train anyone who would like to speak at the Mission appeal Masses.  Again please give 

your name to Sr Margaret. 

 

 

 

Benedict OP – May 3
rd

 

Margaret Hughes – May 9
th

     

Michael Hardie – May 31st 

 

 

 

 

What did celebrating Holy Thursday mean to me?   Bernadeta 

Holy Thursday is a special day for all Catholics around the world. This celebration is to 

remember Jesus eating with his disciples, before He was crucified. This event is also a 

reminder when Jesus set an example, to serve one another. 

For me celebrating Holy Thursday in Melbourne is very interesting both at our 

community and our Parish. The most significant experience I had was the moment of 

washing each other’s hands. This was the first time I have washed the hands of others. 

When Sr. Mary washed my hands, I felt it was a process of purifying myself as a member of the 

community. Also I received their service with joy. So I need to wash their hands, as a symbol of my 

ministry to them, in living together. At the Parish Church, I joined the choir with some of the 

parishioners. The Priest who led the celebration of Mass invited us to follow Jesus in serving others. Sr. 

Maite and I went to the altar and the priest washed my feet and a woman dried my feet with a towel, then 

she kissed my feet. This experience touched my heart because this is the first and perhaps the last 

experience I will have because according to my culture, in Indonesia, the priest only washes the feet of 

the 12 men chosen as apostles. I am grateful that I experienced this. After the process of the washing of 

my feet, I felt very happy because I believe God saved me from sin and wrong doings. God set an 

example for me to be willing to wash my neighbor's feet in my life.  

 

Reflections on Holy Week 

Coming events 

 

Happy Birthday    May 

 



 

Palm Sunday and Good Friday Passion play      Noel  

The Passion play was a new experience for me. I participated in the Passion play on both 

Palm Sunday and Good Friday along with many people from different parts of the 

world. The play was very well performed and many people came and watch the play. 

My role was to be one of Pilate’s guards and my responsibility was to guard and 

protect Pilate. My other responsibility was to bring Jesus to Herod and back to Pilate 

and then to bring him to the flogging post where he was whipped. Furthermore, after 

Jesus was whipped it was my responsibility to strip Jesus of his clothes and show him to 

the crowds before he was whipped a second time.  

During the play I just imagined how Jesus carried this pain because of us, how he humbled himself and 

carried the painful cross. Moreover, I thought back to my congregation because the word Passionist came 

from the how during the passion Jesus struggled to carry this cross. It is not for his own will but his father 

will so he had to do what he was asked to do. In my congregation we follow the same attitude that Jesus 

had and how he carried his cross for our sake. Another very interesting part of the play for me was to see 

the team work and how all of us shared ideas and especially how we listened to the director of the play. 

We all dressed like Roman soldiers and the costumes made the play more interesting for the audience.  

 

Walter 

On Palm Sunday we commemorate the triumphant entry of Jesus Christ into 

Jerusalem a few days before his crucifixion. On this special occasion I took part in 

the Passion Play as a Roman Soldier. This was something that I had never 

experienced before. My involvement in the Passion Play helped to broaden my 

mind to understand God love for humanity. During the Play as each scene played 

out I tried to meditate on the Passion of Jesus. The part of the drama that really 

disturbed me was the flogging scene, when Jesus body was scourged and the 

soldiers mocked him and spat in his face but he didn’t turn back or  say any words 

to them, he humbled himself  to follow God’s will. When I saw this, I felt like I 

was actually there at the time of Jesus crucifixion.  

One thing, which I experienced and would like to share is, the holiness. I felt like a heavy thing was lifted 

out of me. I imagined that I was actually there witnessing the pain and suffering of Jesus. When we came 

to the scene where they nailed him on the cross, I thought to myself that I must go and tell the world 

about the Passion of Jesus crucified, not only by preaching it but by living it with those who are at the 

peripheries. This is what I was keen to do when part taking in the Passion play. Also another thing struck 

me, When we as soldiers were taking  the body of Jesus down from the cross and laying him in his 

mother’s arms, I imagines how painful Jesus mother must have felt when she saw the marks the scourging 

had made on the body  of her son. I thought of this and related it back to my congregation, and I said to 

myself that, I am a Passionist, it means that I am also Mother Mary at the foot of the cross mourning the 

death of Jesus Christ and I remembered that Saint Paul of the Cross saw the Passion as a focal point of 

Christ’s life where all his words and deeds converged, the Passion was the crowning of his mission, to 

make known the Father’s love. Our involvement in the Passion Play here in Melbourne, gave us another 

extra experience which like we are stepping in to the world of Jesus.   

I was very grateful to Fr Kevin my Superior for encouraging me and my other brothers to join the Passion 

Play and also the support from our community. I also would like to extend my appreciation to the 

management of the Passion Play and special thanks to Mr Gino Gammaldi, our ‘centurion’ the person in 

charge of organising the soldiers.  This will remain as an unforgettable memory in our lives. 



 

 

 

JOSE ELIAS, SAC  

My name is José Elias, I have been a Pallottine priest for 33 years and I have been 

consecrated in the Society of the Catholic Apostolate (SAC) for 40 years. For 15 

years I served my congregation as Provincial Rector, in Brazil living in San Paulo 

City. This work finished in December 2017.  After so much time doing the same 

work and with my ripe old age of 60, I decided to take a break in my priestly routine, 

before starting up a new job in my Consecrated Life. 

After making a request to my superior, I was granted the grace of a sabbatical period of six 

months in Australia, where the Pallottines have one of the most remote missions, since the Pallottines 

Fathers and Brothers arrived here at the beginning of the last century, in 1901, when they replaced the 

Trappist Monks in the evangelization of the Indigenous people in the region of the Kimberley and Beagle 

Bay. During these six months, I hope to get to know another culture, another pastoral model and learn the 

English language at ELSPM, which I have been attending since the beginning of March and I intend to 

finish in August of this year understanding, reading, writing and speaking the English language. My 

congregation is an international entity. We are present in 55 countries. Officially, the two languages that 

were adopted for my Society were Italian and English. I am sure that the study of the English language in 

ELSPM will be very useful for the future works that I will have, either in my congregation or in the city 

of São Paulo itself, which is a cosmopolitan city.  

 

KAW LUM – FMM 

I am Kaw Lum a Franciscan Missionary of Mary from Myanmar. I have three sisters and 

two brothers. I have been a religious for 11 years. As I walk down the memory lane of 

the past years, I find there were countless times I needed to thank God for the times of 

love especially from my parents as well as my FMM sisters, especially during formation 

times. There were times of healing which raised me up again to a new life. Thanks for the 

times of joy when the sun was shining and for the times of sadness which drove me closer 

to God. I was assigned to the Hope Center in Myitkyina, the northern part of Myanmar. The Hope Center 

is an Emergency Nutritious Shelter, a home where people living with HIV/AIDS are welcomed, where 

their stories are listened to and where they are cared for with dignity and compassion. This was my 

ministry in Myanmar. I could not do everything that they wanted and needed but I could do small things 

with love when I could. I enjoyed being with them because they are not only Catholics but also Buddhist, 

Muslims and Protestants including Buddhist Monks. I believe that everything comes from God; without 

God I cannot do anything. So I am grateful to God for the great opportunity of this year. I also thank my 

Provincial and counselors for giving me the chance to learn English at ELSPM in Australia. Thank you 

Lord for each and every moment, and above all for my vocation. 
 

Volunteers     Heather FMM 

Being a volunteer at ELSPM is very interesting. It has a two-way benefit: I get to know the students and 

their culture as I help them learn the very difficult language of English. For many years I have worked 

teaching English, mostly with people whose first language is not English. It has been helpful for me that I 

had to learn another language (Spanish) and so I can sympathize with the ELSPM students. I must say, 

though, Spanish is quite easy to learn compared with English; in Spanish one pronounces the words as 

they are written. The students at ELSPM are amazing as they are so committed to learning, and their 

sense of ministry comes through in our sharing. 

I wish them all many Blessings and Peace in their studies. 

Student profiles 



 

 

EXCURSION          FREDY  

Our lives are full of experiences and those experiences give us the true meaning of life. 

We have our own experiences of the events, places and people we encounter, they teach 

us better ways to deal with things in life. Therefore, I would like to share a bit on my 

experience with my companions on our SCAVENGER HUNT (Excursion) to the city of 

Melbourne. This day still remain afresh in my mind as one which was full of humour and 

enjoyment, laughter with the joy of companionship to its extremes. In my group there 

were six of us, three sisters, two brothers and a priest. We are all from different 

nationalities, backgrounds and settings. I was the only Papua New Guinean amongst them and surely I 

have experienced a joyous journey with them touring the city. We were asked to explore ten different 

sites and to take photos of each place we visited. Our journey would only begin after we finished at the 

cinema. My group was great because I could sense the cooperativeness and efforts being put together to 

complete our journey. We did have some disagreement as to follow which direction but then we came to a 

compromise and navigated the places. We did explore all the given sites and we came third in the 

Scavenger race.  

Anyway, our journey around the city was fabulous and I enjoyed the company of my team mates. The 

places which I loved were Parliament House and the gothic cathedral of St Paul. The people in the city 

were very helpful, the locals as well as other tourists. The city was crowded with people as we went 

along, with many entertainments and thus was very enjoyable. We arrived safely at the destination, ate 

our lunch together and dispersed home. 

 

EXCURSION           JERRY 

My experience of the city excursion was very fantastic and challenging. It was a 

competition so everyone was so excited to make their best to win. In my team we 

were six of us from different nationalities. Before the excursion we all went to the 

IMAX cinema in the city to watch a movie. The movie was about life in the ocean 

and it showed many creatures we had never known existed. It was so interesting 

because in the movie we saw the different sea creatures and their lives in the ocean. 

It was so amazing with how they live their lives in the sea by being able to feed 

themselves to survive. It made us to think about how beautiful the great ocean is with all its living 

creatures. We have to care for and look after those creatures by minimizing some of our human activities 

which are destroying their lives. 

 Our team captain was a great man full of courage and determination to lead us to finish first. He was very 

competitive and energetic at that time. All of us in the team were so enthusiastic and full of energy to 

really work out how well we could do in order to be successful. We were working really hard with our 

team leader to find each one of the ten things given to look for. We did it by going to the places which 

were close by each other first, then over to the distant places. Using the maps helped us to find where to 

go. The people on the streets also were helpful in giving us information about where to go. There were 

also some disagreement but we really worked very hard and cooperated without giving up until we 

reached the final end at Flinders Street. We were the first ones to get there at the final point. It was 

because of struggles, efforts, time commitment and support from each other to perform well that allowed 

us to arrive there first. The experiences that we had taught us a lot of lessons about the complexity of 

cultures, people, places and ways of life. The streets in the city were almost the same and very confusing 

for us. With these and many other things that we encountered builds up our knowledge and experience. 

The skills we learnt can be applied later in our life as missionaries or other careers that we will have. It 

had been a great journey of experiences and through it we learnt many things. 

Class activities 



 

 

 

Inaugural Mass at YTU 2018 

On 23 February 2018, with the main Celebrant (Msg Greg Bennet), 

YTU staff and students as well as ELSPM students and guests 

prayed for all students to receive the Spirit so that they can serve 

God and others effectively and productively through their study. 

This year SRC has 

seven members from 

different cultures and Congregations (SVD, CP, CSsR, SSS 

and RNDM). As an overseas student, Sr Sen came to 

Australia to study not only English but beyond the language, 

she was invited to discover and experience the beauty, 

blessings and graces of God through different cultures, 

traditions and Congregations. She is going to finish her course 

at the end of May this year. When she looks back, she really appreciates the opportunity she has had 

during her time in Melbourne.  The experience of representing the ELSPM students on the YTU Student 

Representative Council was an added bonus. The whole experience has been important for her life’s 

journey  

Walking for justice for refugees 

Six students from ELSPM joined in the prayer for asylum seekers and 

refugees at St Patrick’s Cathedral, which was followed by a procession 

to the State Library for the annual Palm Sunday Walk for Justice for 

Refugees. Live audio from Abdul Aziz Adam, speaking by phone direct 

from Manus Island, was broadcast to a large crowd, and other talks 

were given by members of different religions.  As a participant I was 

moved by the thought that we are called to solidarity and to promote the 

equality of all human life. I hope one day everyone may breathe the air of freedom.   

 

ACRATH 
On Friday 6th April 2018, Fr Ray (CP) and Sr Louise (CSB) ran a workshop on slavery and human 

trafficking for the staff and students at ELSPM.  They belong to ACRATH (Australia Catholic Religious 

Against the Trafficking of Humans). It was really a good chance for us to 

know, learn, understand and be aware of the sufferings and difficulties of our 

brothers and sisters around the world. From the sharing in the group it is 

clear that forced marriage is an international issue. Now we know that there 

are many different kinds of human trafficking depending on a variety of 

purposes such as labour trafficking, domestic servitude or sexual 

exploitation. There are different actions in human trafficking: it is 

recruiting or harbouring or transporting or obtaining a person by force, fraud 

or coercion for the purposes of exploitation. One of the biggest problems 

facing many young people today, especially young women is that of forced 

marriages.  It can affect society, psychologically and physically, as well as 

contribute to other problems of family violence, suicide and 

divorce. Therefore, we need to give our energy to working against this 

problem of human trafficking and forced marriage. Thanks to Fr Ray and Sr Louise’s for their presence 

among us and for the reminder for us to be aware of these problems. To get more information, Please visit 

these websites:  

www.antislavery.org.au; www.ag.gov.au/humantrafficking; www.mybluesky.org.au 

Special events 
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