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Mother’s day is a time to celebrate and give thanks to all the mum’s for their hard work and their loving
sacrifice. Being a mum is wonderful and yet it has been one of the most difficult and demanding tasks I
have ever undertaken. But as with most challenging things, the
rewards have been immeasurable. I couldn’t think of life
without my two beautiful, intelligent, young adult daughters.
They are such unique people with very different personalities
and outlooks on life. I have loved helping them grow into their
own personalities and I never thought I would ever see them get
through primary school and now with one at university and the
other finishing Year 12 I wonder where all that time has gone. I
miss the times when they were three and life was one big
adventure. Now I am teaching them how to drive and taking them to parties and watching them travel the
world. Being a mum is one big adventure and you never know what lies just around the corner. But the
love shared and the simple things done together are the most memorable gifts for me, of motherhood.

Pentecost 2018 Margaret H
Reflection on Pentecost

Staff

Once again we celebrate because Jesus is indeed alive and his Spirit of joy is within us! We are almost
halfway through the National Year of Youth in the Australian Church.
One aim of the year is to acknowledge how the Holy Spirit is at work
in the lives of our young people and how this action impacts on the
life of the Church. As we approach this Pentecost let us continue to
trust God’s Spirit and know that God’s love and plans for us are
beyond our imaginings. At ELSPM we are blessed to be given daily
opportunities to experience the ’bright light of joy’i in the eyes of the
young Church as they respond to their current challenges with
courage and love. The joyful spirit of the young is contagious and it
is exciting to ponder where the Spirit will lead our students in five,
ten, twenty years time and beyond. May the spirit of the young
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continue to inspire our Church.
Pope Francis
‘Christ our Joy’
Artist: Amanda Gorey Alice Springs
Copyright: Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference
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Benedict - OP

My name is Benedict and I am from the Solomon Islands (western part of Solomon) called Choiseul
Province. I belong to a Religious congregation called the Dominicans or sometimes called "Order of
Preachers" (OP) and the Founder was St Dominic. This year I celebrate eight years since joining the
Dominican Order and those years of formation, generally I would say there are ups and downs in my life,
lots of challenges that I came across but I never give up, and this reminded me of what Jesus said "if you
want to follow me, you must carry your cross and follow me," that's what keeps me going until now.
I joined the Order after I completed my Grade 12 and so I never done any pastoral work or work
experience before I joined them. I am enjoying studying English language for Pastoral ministry and let

me say, it is improving a bit. And after I finish my course I will go back to the Solomons to do some
Pastoral work such as Giving Catechism classes for those getting ready to receive Holy Communion or
giving talks to youths.

Reflections on our Cultural Day
Fr. José Elias, SAC
The great Mahatma Gandhi once said, “A nation's culture resides in the hearts and in
souls of its people”. I witnessed this thought on our Cultural Day, on May 9th in the
Holy Cross Centre, Templestowe. Brazil is on the other side of the world. The time
difference is least 13 hours. For example, when here is 10am Sunday over there, is
Saturday still. I have participated in several "Cultural Days" in Brazil and in other countries. And I have
presented some cultural manifestations of my country in meetings, but this time I showed my country for
the first time in English Language. I liked the challenge! However, I had never seen the variety of
cultures I saw on our "Cultural Day". It was wonderful to know many cultures at the same time. I was
enchanted with the beauty that exists on this side of the world. All the presentations caught my attention.
The variety of colors, sounds, dances, of life at last, showed the greatness of God in his creatures.
Paulina – SSpS
This theme “Difference is Beautiful” comes from my experience of the cultural day at Holy Cross
Monastery on 9th May 2018. This was a great day for me because it was my first time to witness a display
of our cultures as International Students from the English Language School for Pastoral Ministry
(ELSPM). Culture is like clothes we have to wear during our life time. We are born, grow up and live in
culture(s). Wherever we go we still remember and carry our culture along. Through our cultures we learn
how to be better people in society; like living as brothers and sisters. Most importantly, from the
performance of our different cultures we can learn and understand each other in living together as
ELSPM Community. We did exceptionally well and I think it was one of the ways to learn more about
other countries and cultures we have in the world. From this we get to understand and know more about
others from different cultures. This was a real wonderful time for me and I enjoyed very much when each
country performed their culture. From 13 countries, 12 countries had the opportunity to display their
cultures. And as my theme mentions, through our various dances, music, sing, pictures, food and clothing
it was obvious that uniformity in community is not only monotonous but also boring. I began to
appreciate the unity that was displayed in our diversity. Indeed, difference or diversity could be beautiful
many times. I hope this tradition will be continued since through the cultural day celebrations we get to
understand and know each other as community of International students.
Marco O’Carm
ELSPM’s cultural day is an opportunity for all of us “students and teachers” to share
our own culture, to learn another culture and also to celebrate our togetherness as
brothers and sisters in Christ. I think, it was a privilege for us to share our own culture
with others. Through this cultural sharing we had opportunity to share our way of life,
traditions, habits and also our beliefs that our ancestors gave us. Besides that, I am
completely believed that, through this opportunity we learned many new things from another culture as
well. In fact, this cultural day led us to understand and also to know a little about the uniqueness of each
culture that we performed such as dancing, singing and even food. In addition, it was a great day for us
to celebrate our togetherness as the brothers and sisters in Christ. We all know that we come from
different countries, speak different languages and also different cultures as well. However, through this
cultural day we were united in the love of Christ.

Angela rndm
Culture is our way of life and it represents our uniqueness and it shows the beauty of each country.
Cultural Day made celebrated unity and diversity. I had experienced cultural day
twice when I was in the Philippines. We had one short course based on culture.
We had some power points and shared the history of each country and it was my
first experience. I could learn and get new experiences from different countries
and I enjoyed it whenever I experienced it. 9th of May, we had Cultural Day in
Holy Cross, Templestowe. Before that we practiced dances and performances for
that day. All the students looked very excited to celebrate it. On that day everyone
was very busy for preparations such as dressing their costumes, setting up song
systems, checking all the items and so on. Since we stated the program I really
enjoyed it from the beginning to the end. Some had dances, some shared with
power point and some sang very beautiful songs. It was very interesting and
amazing. I was very impressed by the goodbye song of the PNG Passionists. I really liked it and I was
very proud of their sweet voices and the way they played piano and guitars. I enjoyed all the food, drinks
and fruits which was brought by each community. Above all I really thanked God for the gift of chance
to experience and to enjoy it and with a grateful heart I thanked and appreciated Fr. Kevin and all the
members who warmly welcomed us to their community. Finally, I thank each one of you who
participated on that day, we are a gift to each other at the eyes of God as we are and as where we are
from
Avelino
What is still staying with Ave one week after the cultural day are the happy
feelings and interesting information from different performances from different
cultures. For him, he learnt a lot about their traditional dresses, languages,
music, and instruments. He also knew more about other countries around the
world. It was helpful for him to be a missionary in the future. He worked
together with two other Carmelite brothers and one sister of the Holy Spirit.
They prepared well even though at the beginning, it was hard for them to make
a decision what kind of performances they could choose to introduce their
culture effectively and productively. Spending time to discuss and sharing, they
chose a song together with dancing for a religious event. Ave felt satisfied with
the performance they did; however the most impressive team he could see was
Vietnamese group.
Lan Rndm
May 9, 2018 was a special and memorable day when I was a student at ELSPM. We are here to learn
English as a language to help us become global citizens. Over the course of
the various sessions I now feel confident and begin to speak English
without much embarrassment as the vocabulary is not enough. On the
cultural day each of the students brought with them the story of their
country to share with the teachers, friends and guests .Time is short but
everyone was trying to express the best in their country. What impressed
me the most was Benedict and Terrence a friend from Solomon Ireland a
friend from Sri Lanka. They are all alone but they have each prepared a very special item. I feel they
have done this with all their heart and effort. I like it and was impressed by their way of performing in
traditional dances. I was happy and impressed when I was studying English, at ELSPM where not only
provided me with the knowledge I needed but opened my heart to learn everything or from people like
learning about cultures of you studying with me, learn about best regards the culture of my country.

Farewell
Personal Experience of the farewell and the cultural day
Noel
My name is Noel from Papua New Guinea and I belong to the Passionist religious congregation. During
my time here at ELSPM I really enjoying my study and learning many things from Australia and also
other culture from different parts of the world because many students came from certain part of the world
we study together. We all share different experienced and different family back ground and also different
cultural back ground here at ELSPM Melbourne. When I first came to Australia my English is very poor
because I find very difficult to communicate with English speaking people especially the Australians.
Likewise, I do also find very hard to communicate with other students from different countries that we
study together but I learn bit by bit with each other and quite improve my English. Furthermore, our
teachers are very good because they really commit themselves and taught us very well and I really
improve my English. Sometimes I find very difficult in some skills but I didn’t give up still struggling
and learn through my best. Finally our cultural day was fantastic because we all presented our own
cultural and we all enjoyed each other’ culture.
Fredy
We are all ‘’strangers’’ on our journey not knowing
whom to meet until we actually meet as friends at
ELSPM. Having being there at ELSPM life was so
great, so joyous because I have found a new family. A
family of different nationalities, cultures that I became
united with them through the learning of English
language. I have encountered wonderful teachers who
interact so well with us and that was one of my
greatest joys. However, life is transitional, a sequence
that one has to pass through with reasons in kind.
Therefore, we would expect friends to move away
from us or leaving us and it hurts so much.
On this note I have actually come to realise how it means to leave friends behind while moving on in life.
Our cultural day thus, marks a significant event of our unity in life. I really enjoyed the day but far more I
regretted the fact of missing all of you my friends (students), teachers with all our happy moments
together. However, in a long run I am grateful for such an amazing opportunity of having you all in my
life. It is my privilege and honour for being a fortunate person amongst you learning new things which
will be of great help in my future. With this regard, I’d like to thank and appreciate you all particularly
my teachers (Sr Margaret, teachers; Margaret, Robyn, Mary, Jackie & Ian) for all your hard work and the
energy you bestowed on us. We did actually come for a purpose and you were the ones directing us to
achieve it. And I’d like to make a special mention of teacher Margaret as my IELTS teacher, thanks so
much for your tremendous effort, time and energy you give to us. Our aim of being here has been
succeed and I am very proud of you. To my student friends, it’s been awhile and we all shall depart.
Thanks so much for the moments together as brother and sisters in ELSPM. It’s been my privilege to
have you all and leaving you behind means losing something vital in life. I wish you all best of luck
always. Therefore, lest we forget that “NO MAN IS AN ISLAND”. We are for one another in both sunny
and rainy days of our life. I’d like to wish you all my teachers and student friends best of luck and all the
best in your future endeavours. We hope to meet again in the future.

